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which he had welded together from many diverse
fragments.
This great task of blending the ancient and modern
was by no means easy of accomplishment, and, indeed,
it is impossible for anyone who has not a deep insight
into Arab mentality and Arab conservatism, to
realize the immense difficulties which Ibn Saud
encountered. Always did he lay himself open to
the criticism that he was departing from the ways
of his fathers, and it was his upholding of the ancient
tradition that constituted his principal hold upon a
people always ready to be noisy and turbulent once
their conservatism was menaced or attacked.
The abolition of the customary annual celebrations
of Ibn Saud's anniversary of accession provides an
illuminating case in point.
The religious luminaries of Nejd, and with them
those of the Hedjaz, passed a resolution in which
they declared these annual celebrations to be an
unnecessary function, adding that true Muslims knew
only two festivals in their calendar. The annual
celebration of the King's accession they characterized
as a European custom and not an Arabic *>r Muslim
one. Accordingly they wrote to Ibn Saud, and on
these grounds asked him to discontinue the practice.
Ibn Saud might very easily have replied that the
religious luminaries were stepping beyond their
province and were impinging upon his preserves as
the ruler. Instead, he gave one an insight into his
greatness, for he saw that the celebrations did not
affect anyone but himself, and he bowed to the
decision.